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Would Affect 
This Industry 


Administration Plans to 
Force Passage of 
Securities Bill 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 


Washington, May 8.—With both 
houses of Congress working under 
full pressure to complete their 
programs and adjourn as soon 
as possible, the automobile indus- 
try should learn definitely its 
legislative fate this week. Even 
though the week-end probably 
will find some measures still un- 
acted upon, their courses will be 
pointed positively enough te indi 
cate the final result. 

Four measures which bear def- 
initely upon the operations of the 
industry occupy prominent places 
on the Congressional calendar at 
the moment. 

They are the securities, Wag- 
ner, tariff and Connery bills. 

The first and third are “musts” 
on the Administration program, 
with the Wagner bill demand 
only slightly less insistent on the 
part of the Roosevelt forces. 

The most favorable break loom- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Expect Labor 
Board to Rule 
On Union Rolls 


Detroit, May 8.—A decision as 
to what constitutes “union mem- 
bership” is expected to be made 
shortly by the Automobile Labor 
Board as a result of arguments 
carried on before the board since 
Monday. 

The question was raised dur- 
ing the progress of a check by 
the board’s auditors of union 
membership lists and the union 
account books. It was found that 
many names on the lists did not 
show up in the books. 

Union officials claimed that 
many of these men who had not 
paid dues had signed member- 
ship cards at the time of the 
threatened automotive strikes six 
weeks ago. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment signed by manufacturers 
and labor representatives and 
formulated in Washington at the 
time the strike was averted, a 
bona fide union member is de- 
fined as one who has paid his 
dues or who is duly obligated to 
pay dues. 

However the question now 
arises as to how long a member 
shall be allowed to remain on the 
rolls before being dropped for 
non-payment. Labor leaders here 
contend that men who have paid 


(Continued on Page 4) 


































a QUIET along the auto- 


mobile Potomac this mid- 
week. Labor troubles seem to 
have simmered down to a mini- 
mum. Car plants are humming 
with activity and it looks as if 
May will make a big fight to be 
the peak month of the year in 
production. There is no apparent 
letup in consumer demand, al- 
though there are some murmurs 
of complaint over increased 
prices. Outside of the Buick 
which publicly pops on Saturday, 
there seems to be no more new 
models slated for announcement 
in the very near future although 
I have heard a rumor or two 
which may come true. Even 
Washington fails us in the way 
of furnishing an inspiration to 
help fill the colurmn, so the con- 
ductor is forced to wander afield 
in search of material. 

+ ~ a 

THERE’S THE revival of the 
League of American Wheelmen, 
for instance, which interests us 
of the old school who were 
cycling minded long before there 
was any such a vehicle as an 
automobile on the roads. True, 
trade interests seem to be back 
of the reorganization, but more 
power to ’em. De Witt Page, 
president of New Departure, is 
the president and the LAW has 
set out to sell the authorities on 
the necessity of safeguarding the 
lives of cyclists by building side 
paths on the shoulders of the 
present highways. “A Place to 
Ride” is the new slogan. 

* a 








ALL OF WHICH carries me 
back to the old days when the 
LAW was as prominent in the 
public eye as the present Ameri- 
can Automobile Assn. We cyclists 
had our troubles then and waged 
many a vigorous campaign for 
our rights. One of the scraps I 
remember was the fight to com- 
pel the railroads to carry bi- 
cycles as baggage because the 
cyclists were given to using the 
railroads to carry them and their 
wheels to different points, from 
which they rode back to their 
home cities. And we won that 
fight, after making it a national 


issue. 
* *” * 


AT ONE TIME the LAW had a 
membership close to 200,000, all 
well organized into state divisions 
and with thousands of clubs scat- 
tered over the land. Bicycle 
manufacturers supported racing 
teams and bicycle racing was one 
of the leading sports of the 
country. I remember the great 
transcontinental relay race of 
1896, promoted by the Hearst 
dailies in an effort to prove how 
fast a message could be carried 
from coast to coast. I was one 
of the relay riders myself, taking 
the message from Chicago to 
Hammond, Ind. I forgot the time 
made from coast to coast but it 
did prove the military value of 


(Continued on Page 2) 








For April 


Detroit, May 8.—With the final 
compilation of passenger car 
registrations in the United States 
showing a total of 173,287 units 
for March, R. L. Polk & Co. in 
its weekly survey of automobile 
registrations estimates registra- 
tions for April will range up- 
ward from 225,000 units. 

Reports from 106 leading cities 

-constituting about 40 per cent 
of the country’s market—for the 
first 25 days of April, showed an 
increase of 28 per cent in regis- 
trations over the same cities in 
March. At the same time, re- 
ports from five states received 
for April showed an increase of 
42 per cent over the previous 
month 

On the basis of these figures, 
it is thought that the 225,000 esti- 
mate may be a conservative fig- 
ure, and that the total registra- 
tions at the close of April may 
be even higher. 

The final March registration 
figure of 173,287 units neprenenten 


Federal Taxes 
On Motors Are 


Stull Climbing 


New York, May 8. 
taxes cost motor vehicle owners 
and operators substantially more 
in March, 1934, than 
1933, with gasoline again paying 
the largest share of the tax bill, 
reports of the U. S. Bureau of 
Internal Revenue indicate. 

Federal gasoline tax collections 


(Continued on Pa on Page 3 3) 





Federal | 
| Motors 
| auto mechanics teacher training 
in March, | 


Registrations 


an increase of 82.62 per cent over 
registratins in February of this 
year, when 94,887 units were sold. 
The figure also represented an in- 
crease of 120 per cent over March 
of last year, when 78,749 units 
were registered. 


Final reports on March truck 
registrations in the United States 
showed 33,894 units registered, as 
compared with 9,934 units in 
March of last year, or an increase 
of 241.19 per cent. The March 
total also was an increase of 
38.47 per cent over registrations 
in February of this year, when 
24,476 units were sold. 


For the first three months of 
the year a tcta! of 320,416 m2Ac 
senger cars were rec! svered in 
the United States, as compared 
with 228,065 units in the first 
three months of 1933. Truck 
registrations for the first quar- 
ter of 1934 totaled 81,273, as com- 
pared with 31,350 for the first 
quater of 1933. 





GM Sidi 
Plans to Repeat 
Training School 





Flint, Mich., May 8. 
Institute will 


General 
offer its 


program again this summer, 


| Major Albert Sobey, director, an- 


nounced here today. The course 


will extend over four’ weeks, 
opening June 25 
The program is a special sum- 


__! _ (Continued on Page 4) 


Retail lox Sales Value 
In March 112% Over 1933 





Washington, May 8.—Prelimi- 
nary estimates of the value of 
retail sales of new passenger au- 


tomobiles computed from the 
number of cars sold as reported | 
by the National Automobile | 


Chamber of Commerce show an | 
increase of 112 per cent for March | 
as compared with March, 1933, | 
and an increase of 80 per cent | 
as compared with March, 1932, | 
according to the U. S. Bureau of | 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
As compared with February there | 
was an increase of 50 per cent. | 
The three months total for this | 
year is 55 per cemt higher than | 
the corresponding total for 1933 | 
and 29 per cent higher than the | 
first three months of 1932. 
Comparison of March, 1934, 
with the same month of the pre- 
vious years and the percentage | 
changes from February to March | 


(Continued on Page 4) 





British Output 


Of 216,149 Cars 
In °33 is Reeord 


Washington, May 8.— Produc- 
tion and sales of passenger au- 
tomobiles in Great Britain reach- 
ed record levels in 1933, accord- 
| ing to a report to the U. S. Com- 
merce Department. 

Total production, amounting to 
| 216,149 units, was the highest for 
|} any year in the history of the 
| British automotive industry, the 
next highest record being that 
for 1929 when 180,426 units were 
produced. Commercial vehicle 
production, amounting to 64,377 
units, was better than in 1932, al- 
though below the figure for 1930 


| and 1931. 


=< 


Congress Rushes to F inish Program 
Four Bills|Predict 22. 225, 000 As Mark 


Sparks GM April Sales 106,349 


First Quarter 


Sales Total 
286,872 Cars 


Consumer Figure Highest 
Mark Attained Since 
May of 1931 


By WILLIAM C. CALLAHAN 


Detroit, May 8.—Retail sales by 
General Motors dealers to con- 
sumers in the United States dur- 
ing April reached the highest 
mark since May, 1931, with an ac- 
tual total of 106,349 new cars go- 
ing into the hands of owners. 
This figure compares with 71,599 
in the same month a year ago 
and is 5,000 units above the peak 
month of June, last year, when 
sales reached a total of 101,827 
units. 

Sales to consumers during the 
first four months of this year 
uvw total 266,872 units as CcCom- 
pared with 211,968 in the same 
period in 1933 and 225,087 in 1932. 
The four months total is well 
above the average for the past 
three years, which on the basis of 
earlier reports by the corporation 
would be 268,199 units. 

The April report of the corpo- 
ration indicated that sales to 
dealers are coming into closer 
harmony with the actual retail 
sales, which would lead to the be- 
lief that the corporation is catch- 


(Continued on Page 4) 





NAFC. Reviews 
Operations of 


Members in 733 


Chicago, May 8.—The percent- 
age of cars sold on instalments 
was greater in 1933 than in 1932, 
the percentage of repossessions 
and number of “skips” smaller 
than in several years for both 
new and used cars, and the per- 
centage of paper taken with re- 
course slightly greater. 

These and a number of other 
interesting facts will be revealed 
and analyzed, it is announced by 
the National Assn. of Finance 
Companies, in the association’s 
annual compilation under the title 
of “Composite Experience of Fi- 
nance Companies and Automo- 
bile Dealers.” 








Detroit Labor 
Index Rises to 
41/,-Year Record 


Detroit, May 8.—-The industrial 
employment index in Detroit on 
April 30 reached 112.7, the highest 
for any month since September, 


1929, when the index reached 
119.0, taking the years 1923-1924- 
1925 as 100. The April index 


compares with 107.7 on March 31, 
this year, and 50.0 on April 30, 
1933. The all-time record in De- 
troit was reached in March, 1929, 
when the index stood at 137.8. 
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Co-operative Competition 
"Sh gers weak spot in the dealer 

picture today is the sad, but 
true, story that only about 17 
per cent of the automobile serv- 
ice and repair work is done in 
the service departments main- 
tained by automobile dealers 
throughout the country. The re- 
maining 83 per cent of this work 
goes to the alley garages and 
other forms of independent estab- 


lishments. This picture is not 
drawn as a criticism of the 
dealer body, for lordy knows, 


dealers have had plenty of rea- 
sons in the past for getting into 
this bad shape. The depression 


ajene has heer a hic factor in! 

lley garage service 

' before that certain Je 
hich centered to dealer i=ter 

asl too gre: atly on new car sales | 

’ tuanu Thon the whole pic- 


ire of automotive merchandis- 
ing was another. 

What we should like to do is 
call the dealer’s attention to the 
fact that service alone is a profit- 
able field, but in addition, the 
added contact it gives the dealer 
with his customers is of even 
greater importance. With most 
of the dealer’s used car troubles 
controllable under the code, with 
a real demand for new cars and 
@ growing demand among own- 
ers for better performance from 
their present cars, service de- 
mands—and should be given—a 
greater part of the dealer’s time. 

Suggestions have been made 
that since the alley garage man 
and independent super - service 
station have been the chief source 
of loss of dealer service work the 
thing to do is kill the competition 
with competition. It has been 
urged that the dealers enter the 
super-service field. Others con- 
tend that what the dealer needs 
today is a series of “feeder sta- 
tions” that will bring more serv- 
ice and additional new and used 
car prospects into his present 
establishment. With this we 
heartily agree. On the other 
hand, after many lean years we 
question whether or not the aver- 
age dealer is in position today to 
go to great expense to establish 
“feeder stations” and maintain 
costly equipment in many places. 

The key to building service 
trade lies in how well equipped 
the dealer is to handle service 
work, how conveniently his serv- 
ice department is located to the 
service market, plus an aggres- 
sive campaign to bring owners in 
for service. In lieu of money 
with which to expand his present 
service or to establish “feeder sta- 
tions” would it not be wise for 
the dealer to kill his competition 
by absorbing it. An old Euro- 
pean political trick was to offer 


the “stirrer up of the people” a 
baronetcy. In this country we| 
make them vice-presidents. 


We feel that it would be possi- 
ble for many dealers to make 
advantageous arrangements with 








present garage owners in the ter- 
ritory in which the dealer would 
like to expand his service facili- 
ties to act more or less as an 
associate. This policy of live and 
let live would obviate the possi- 
bility of price wars and other 
harmful tactics which usually re- 
sult from an attempt to stifle 
competition. It would save the 
dealer the cost of immediate out- 
lay of money for much needed 
additional servicing equipment. 
And it would result in better 
comment by the independent on 
the line of cars handled by the 
dealer. The garage man would 
benefit by being established as an 
authorized service station for this 
or that line of cars. The public 
would benefit from the greater 
convenience of the increased 
number of stations at which he 
could have his car serviced. Co- 
operation can beat competition. 


Chrysler sler Motors 
April Shipments 
Double April, *33 


Detroit, May 8.—April _ ship- 
ments by the four passenger-car 
divisions and the truck division 
of Chrysler Motors were more 
than double shipments in April 
last year, according to prelimi- 
nary figures just compiled by the 
corporation. 

For the first four months of 
this year, shipments of passenger 
and commercial vehicles were 
more than two and one-half times 
shipments in the corresponding 
period of 1933, greater than the 
entire total for 1932, and within 
10 per cent of the entire 1931 
total. 

Total passenger and commercial 
cars shipped in April were 82,481 
as against 38,830 in the previous 





year. 
Shipmerts for the first four 
i montna to‘alea 250,473 units as 
against °7,177 last year. 
All divisions exceeded last 


year’s figures for both April and 
the ‘sur months’ period. Plym- 
outh for tue four months shipped 
277 per cent of last year’s ship- 
ments, Dodge 264 per cent, De 
Soto 103 per cent, Chrysler 131 
per cent and Dodge trucks 576 
per cent. 


Rose Appointed 
Detroit, May 8.—J. H. Rose has 
been appointed to the automotive 
division of American Cable Co. 
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Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the bicycle to the good people in 
Washington. 


Now the LAW proposes to re- 
run this relay in August. Charley 
Persons, who made one of the 
best bicycle saddles in the market 
35 years or more ago, is_ to 
handle it, a fitting job for him, 
for he is credited with first sug- 
gesting the original relay. 

* * * 


AS BEHOOVES a live pub- 
licity man, Varley Young grasps 
the opportunity to call to the at- 
tention of the column that Chev- 
rolet’s new Standard line has a 
base price of $490, the same price 
as the famous 490 model of 1915 
which made Chevrolet a leading 
factor in the industry. 


Which caused the conductor to 
thumb the pages of “The Turning 
Wheel,” unearthing the interest- 
ing fact that when Durant first 
brought out the 490 he made a 
deal with Russell Gardner sr., 
who later built the Gardner car, 
to produce the 490 for the St. 
Louis territory. At the same time 
the McLaughlins of Canada took 
on the same sort of a job in the 
Dominion, which eventually led to 
the formation of the now power- 
ful General Motors of Canada. 


The 490, though, was not the 
first of the Chevrolet dynasty. 
Many will recall the fanciful 
names of the Baby Grand and 
the Royal Mail which put the 
company into volume production. 

oe * * 


RUBBER PRICES are going 
up as a result of the coalition of 
Great Britain and the Dutch, 
which recalls the attempt some 
10 years ago of the British to be 
the big boss in the crude rubber 
market through the Stevenson 
act, which was designed to con- 
trol the amount of rubber ex- 
ported so prices could be jacked 
up. But the Dutch refused to 
play ball with the British and 
the scheme failed, although at 
one time crude was up to $1.21 a 
pound. 

With the Dutch on their side 
in this new deal, the British are 
hoping to put the plan over this 





time, although they are more 
reasonable than _ before. The 
United States, their best cus- 


tomer, is to be given a place on a 
consumers’ advisory committee. 
While all this is going on the 


cultivation of rubber by Ford and 
Firestone interests are going on, 
which may be construed as a 
threat to the British and a warn- 
ing that they had better play 
fair in the new combination. 


Gorrell Named 
Member of Army 
Air Probe Group 


Washington, May 8.— Colonel 
Edgar S. Gorrell, president, Stutz 
Motor Car Co. of America, Inc., 
has been named 
on the Army Air 
Service investi- 
gating commit- 
tee now meeting 
here. 

Organization 
of the commit- 
tee, which is in- 
tended to make 
acomprehensive 
survey of Army 
x aviation in gen- 
Col. E.S.Gorrell eral, was begun 

early in March 


by Secretary of War Dern. 


Colonel Gorrell was chosen to 
serve on this committee both be- 
cause of his extensive business 
experience and his intimate 
knowledge of aviation affairs. 





Wayne County Sales 
7,631 Units in April 
Detroit, May 8.—New car sales 
in Wayne County (Detroit) dur- 
ing April totaled 7,631 units as 
compared with 3,165 units in the 
same month a year ago, accord- 
ing to a report by the Detroit 
Auto Dealers Assn. Sales during 
the first four months of the year 
reached a total of 22,312 units as 
against 9,242 in the first four 
months of 1933. Truck sales 
made an even more phenomenal 
increase from 137 units in April 
last year to 608 units in the 
month just past. To date sales 
of commercial cars this year 
have reached a total of 2,127 
units against 485 units in the 
same period of 1933. 


In the April registrations Ford 
held the lead with 3,750; Chev- 
rolet was second with 1,228; 
Plymouth, third, 840; Oldsmobile, 
fourth, 364 units; Dodge, fifth, 
297; Terraplane, sixth, 257; Pon- 
tiac, seventh, 215; Hudson, eighth, 
150; Buick, ninth, 102; and 
Chrysler, tenth, 93. 





Cleveland Sales 
Of New Cars Hit 
3,329 in April 





Cleveland, May 8. — Although 
new car registrations in Cuya- 
hoga county, which includes 
Cleveland, jumped 31 per cent 
last month while used car sales 
increased 48 per cent, dealers 
here are almost unanimous in 
believing that the May record 
will reveal a still greater degree 
of improvement. 

New car sales in April, amount- 
ing to 3,325, were the largest for 
any month since 1931, comparing 
with 2,533 in the previous month 
and with 1,757 for April, 1933. 

Used car sales of 13,346 in 
April compare with 8,933 for 
March of this year and with 8,493 
for April, 1933. 

Truck sales last month followed 
the trend with registrations 
amounting to 354 compared with 
289 in March and 137 in April, 
1933. Not since 1930 have truck 
sales been so large in Cuyahoga 
county. 


Foundry Reaches 
New High; Pours 
2,152 Tons Daily 


Saginaw, Mich., May 8.—The 
Chevrolet gray iron foundry has 
set a new all-time record by 
pouring in a single day 2,152 tons 
of molten metal in the making of 
castings for Chevrolet passenger 
cars and trucks. 

During the last month, the av- 
erage daily tonnage poured has 
been 1,787 and the hourly ton- 
nage is being further stepped up 
to meet the increasing demand of 
car and truck production. 

The foundry is now working 
day and night, with two batteries 
of 12 cupolas in action. 





Ontario Road Plans 


Montreal, May 8. — Contracts 
for important highway construc- 
tion creation of culverts and con- 
struction of three bridges have 
been let by the Ontario Govern- 
ment. The work, expected to em- 
ploy about 20,000 men, will start 
immediately. Estimated cost of 
the work is $5,000,000 and total 
mileage of roads to be built or 
reconstructed is 248 miles. 





LATEST CUMULATIVE NEW PASSENGER CAR 


These cumulative figures, showing the number of new automobiles registered in each state during the preceding month are published in Automotive Dally News 


immediately upon release twice weekly. 
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Metropolitan New York area which are compiled by Sherlock & Arnold. 
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NEW PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk, New Jersey Motor List Com., and Sherlock & Arnold. 





United States 
Complete by 
Months 











CHRYSLER GROUP 

















FORD GROUP 


GENERAL MO 




















ORS GROUP 







HUDSON GROUP 








341 450) 500) 3960) 9679) 14589] 25828) 112) 25940 | 122} 919 
January Total +33] 1196| 1371| 3518] 11669| 17754] 13097] 211] 13308] 3816| 309] 29935 1039| 4342| 39734] 1491| 240) 1731 
nee 34] 255) 284| 5990! 16684) 23213] 28810) 137| 28947] 3205) 382) 24851 “32 pe 4206| 34425] 1805| 767| 2572 
February , Total 33] 1503) 1181] 3232! 8265 10629 111] 10740] 3047| 288] 25802 177| 2146| 4807| 36267] 1416] 250] 1666 
'34| 1879) 866| 9657| 30918| 43320] 46200| 178| 46378 | 4962) 516| 50796) 153| 4602| 7259| 68288] 4153| 2223| 6376 
March 33] 1611) 1320] 3541| 9894] 16366] 15830] 119| 15949] 2951) 326] 26626! 213] 2401| 5212] 37729] 1581| 247] 1828 


Total to Date 





’34| 2584) 1650/19607| 57281! 
33] 4310] 3872/10291 


81122 | 100838] 
29828) 48301 





441| 89997 














9814) 923) 82363 


427|101265 | 10905] 1081| 82870! 254) 6908/13828|115846]| 6755| 3112| 9867 
683} 5586|14361)113730 


4488) 737) 5225 











Federal Taxes 
On Motors Are 
Still Climbing 


(Continued from Page 1) 


amounted to  $11,685,494.34 as 
against $10,547,165.85 in March, 
1933, a gain of 10.8 per cent. 
Federal taxes on lubricating oil 
were $1,914,251.53 as compared 
with $1,370,720.44 in March, 1933, 
a gain of 39.7 per cent. 

Petroleum products again bore 
the greater share of the tax bill, 
gasoline alone yielding more than 
half the total income. Following 
are the detailed figures: 








Source of Amount Collected Pet. of 

Revenue 1934 1933 Increase 

MD weveccers $ 1,914,251 $1,370,720 39.7 
Q@asoline ...... 11,685,494 10,547,165 10.8 
THD cece 1,839,327 965,421 90.9 
Tubes 442,540 205,138 115.9 
Trucks 512,157 189,641 266.0 
Cars and 

Motorcycles.. 3,822,208 1,611,846 137.3 
Parts and 

Accessories . . 486,758 282,872 72.0 
Oil Transporta- 

tion by Pipe 

BE - <aecigse 906,650 843,657 7.4 

Total......$21,609,387 $15,966,454 


Plymouth Plant 
Shipping Record 
Broken April 28 


Detroit, May 8.—Retail delivery 
of 7,746 Plymouth cars during the 
week ended Apr. 28 represented 
an increase of 6.3 per cent over 
the preceding week and a gain of 
70 per cent over the correspond- 
ing week last year, according to 
H. G. Moock, general sales 
manager. 

Shipments in the same week 
totaled 11,094 units, largest week’s 
shipments in the _ corporation’s 
history. 

As of May 4 Plymouth had 
74,311 unfilled orders on hand, 
compared with 21,312 a year ago. 


Allis-Chalmers Order 


West Allis, Wis., May 8.—Allis- 
Chalmers Mfg. Co. here has 
booked two orders aggregating 
about $460,000, one of them from 
the Ford Motor Co., Detroit, and 
the other from the United States 
government for tractors. The 
Ford order calls for an electric 
drive for a steel roughing mill, 
costing about $160,000. 
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Dealers Seek Reduction 


In Gasoline Tax Fees 


New York, May 8—Wholesale 
and retail gasoline dealers in 
Miami, Florida, have organized in 
an effort to seek legislative ac- 
tion on a proposal to reduce the 
Florida gasoline tax rate to five 
cents per gallon from seven cents. 

Speakers pointed out that Flor- 
ida is at a disadvantage in com- 
peting as a winter resort with 
California, which has a_ three- 
cent tax, and cited the fact that 
Florida shares with Tennessee 
the lead in imposing the heaviest 
gasoline tax in the United States. 
Gasoline taxes now supply 48 per 
cent of the state’s revenue, speak- 
ers said, and motor vehicle, gaso- 
line, and license taxes force the 
motor vehicle owner to pay 65 
per cent of all tax revenue col- 
lected by Florida. 


Open Road Auto Pageant 


Replaces Annual Show 


Portland, Ore, May 7.—‘“Call 
of the Open Road” automotive 
pageant, with 100 of the latest 
models was given over the prin- 
cipal downtown area under the 
auspices of the Portland Auto- 
mobile Dealers’ Assn. here re- 
cently. 

Lacking an authorized show 
this year the Portland dealers 
decided upon this joint showing 
to acquaint the buying public 
with the ’34 models. The com- 
mittee of veteran dealers who 
took care of the details were J. 
E. Clark, of Clark-Cadillac Co.; 
E. E. Cohen, of Cohen-Anderson 
Co., a veteran of some 40 years 
here; C. W. Wentworth, of the 
Nash agency, and James A. Cas- 
sell, secretary of the dealer’s or- 
ganization. 


Dodge Selects Campbell 


As Pittsburgh Manager 


Detroit, May 8—Dodge mer- 
chandising interests in the Pitts- 
burgh region will hereafter be 
supervised by A. E. Campbell 
whose appointment as Pittsburgh 
regional merchandising manager 
was announced today by E. J. 
Poag, director of merchandising 
and advertising of the Dodge 
Brothers Corp. 

The Pittsburgh region is one of 
12 regions into which the United 
States has been divided for the 
control and unification of Dodge 
selling efforts. 


Toolmakers Deny 
Union Recognition 





Detroit, May 8.—In connection 
with the settlement of the strike 
of tool and die workers in Detroit 
plants not connected with the 
motor car companies, F. J. 
Haynes, general manager of the 
Automotive Tool and Die Manu- 
facturers Assn., said today: 


“Any statement that the Auto- 
motive Tool and Die Manufac- 
turers Assn. has ‘recognized’ any 
labor union is entirely without 
foundation. 


“The strike that was called 
April 14 affected approximately 
2,500 men in the tool and die 
shops of Detroit. The demands 
made at that time were felt by 
the manufacturers to be unjust 
and materially out of line. After 
conference with representatives 
of the men, it was finally decided 
by them at a meeting held May 
2 to return to work. At the con- 
ferences, it was demonstrated 
that the workers were willing to 
return under exactly the same 
conditions that existed when the 
strike was called. In fact, many 
of the men told us that they had 
been urged into striking for 
actually lower wages than they 
were at that time getting. 


“The chief effect of the three 
weeks’ strike has been the loss 
of approximately $300,000 to the 
men in wages, and loss of future 
wages because necessary work 
had to be sent out of Detroit to 
be done. This fact has resulted 
in our inability to take back as 
many of our old employes as we 
should otherwise be glad to do. 


“I repeat that there has been 
no ‘recognition’ of any outside 
labor organization, nor will there 
be. The Association is comply- 
ing in every sense with the Code 
of the industry and will continue 
to do so.” 


Hudson’s Sales Staffs 


Meet at Detroit Plant 


Detroit, May 8.—Following an 
old established custom some 100 
distributors, their sales managers 
and dealers of the Hudson Motor 
Car Co. are at the factory today 
for a get-together with the com- 
pany’s executives. The session 
will conclude tomorrow after a 
thorough discussion of plans for 
the late spring and summer sell- 
ing campaign. 


“NBS” Will Be Stamp 


Of Measuring Bureau 


Washington, May 8.—That fa- 
mous Federal laboratory which 
has been such an important ad- 
junct to the automobile industry 
in giving the American public a 
better motor car is going to have 
a new name. Or, rather, it is 
going to have its old name back, 
becoming again the National 
Bureau of Standards, the name 
given to it when it was created 
by Congress on Mar. 3, 1901. 

The object of the change is to 
eliminate confusion growing out 
of the establishment of State 
bureaus of standards which per- 
formed a similar function but on 
a much more restricted scale. 
Hereafter any measuring device 
which earns the approval of the 
national agency for its complete 
conformity to the Federal stand- 
ard will carry the distinctive 
stamp “NBS.” 


A. L. Krolsen Heads 


New Lubricant Group 


Cleveland, O., May 8.—Organi- 
zation of the Motorseal Co. of 
Ohio by a small group of Cleve- 
land men headed by A. L. 
Kroesen, former production sup- 
erintendent of the Eaton Axle 
Co., brings to Cleveland a new 
business for the marketing of 
an automotive product perfected 
after several years of experi- 
menting. 

The new company’s product is 
a permanent heat-resisting motor 
lubricant having a _ vermiculite 
base. When placed in a motor 
it is claimed to fill up pit holes, 
seal leaking rings and valves and 
greatly increase the compression 
and efficiency of the motor. 


Hufstader Conducts Meet 


For Chicago Buick Men 


Chicago, May 8—With W. ™ 
Hufstader, vice-president in 
charge of sales, and F. A. Bower, 
chief engineer, as the principal 
speakers, Buick dealers and sales- 
men throughout the Chicago area 
attended a regional meeting here 
yesterday. They were given de- 
tails of the new Buick model to 
be announced Saturday and told 
of other recent developments in 
the company’s manufacturing and 
sales program. 

The session was one of 13 of a 
similar nature planned by Huf- 
stader in as many leading cities 
during the coming two weeks. 
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Cook County’s 
March Sales Top 
Last Year 56% 


Chicago, May 8.—Final tabula- 
tions on new car registrations in 
Cook County for April, just an- 
nounced through R. L. Polk & 
Co., show a gain of 70 per cent 
over a year ago and 56 per cent 
over March. 

A total of 7,702 new cars was 
registered last month as com- 
pared with 4,533 in April, 1933, 
and 4,931 in March of this year. 

Ford led for the month, as has 
been the case consistently this 
year, but Chevrolet in second 
place closed the previously exist- 
ing gap between these two makes 
of cars. The Ford total was 1,860 
units, while Chevrolet’s was 1,738. 

In third place was Plymouth 
with 1,105, while Dodge was 
fourth with 645, Oldsmobile fifth 
with 479, Pontiac sixth with 432, 
Buick seventh with 402, Stude- 
baker eighth with 192, Terraplane 
ninth with 162, Chrysler tenth 
with 134, Hudson eleventh with 
120 and Graham twelfth with 100. 

Virtually every make of car 
scored an increase, the most not- 
able being made by Ford with 
1,860 in April of this year as 
against 1,167 last year, Chevrolet 
with 1,738 to 928, Oldsmobile with 
479 to 197, Buick with 402 to 230, 
Chrysler with 134 to 29, Hudson 
with 120 to 43, Graham with 100 
to 35, and LaSalle with 44 to 3. 

Dealers are entertaining hopes 
that the impetus set in sales last 
month will be maintained. De- 
spite the unexpected demand, due 
in part to the public’s fears of 
rising prices, dealers have not 
been caught short on inventories 
and are now in position to take 
care of buyers with immediate 
delivery in the case of most 
makes. 





Pord “Sehooi ov Wheels” 
un Cleveland 


Cleveland, O., May 8.—A “school 
on wheels” is included in a new 
Kord parts distributing service 
which was put into operation this 
week here. A_ service truck 
manned and equipped to give in- 
struction to mechanics will visit 
the various garages of the county 
and explain how to give the best 
possible service through the use 
of modern equipment. 

This new parts distributing 
service is under the direction of 
Cc. V. Zahner, E, D. Latimer, 
Birkett L. Williams and G. B. 
Erhman, who have been ap- 
pointed authorized distributors of 
Ford parts in Cuyahoga county. 
Each of the four distributors will 
operate a special parts delivery 
service. The plan has the co- 
operation of several hundred in- 
dependent garage operators be- 
longing to the Cuyahoga County 
Automotive Maintenance Assn. 


Hudson Canadian Plant 


Doubles ’33 Production 
Tilbury, Ont., May 8.—Hudson- 
Essex of Canada, Ltd., is the first 
Canadian factory to double its 
total 1933 production figure dur- 


ing the present year, it was 
learned here today. Last year’s 
figure was surpassed during 


April, 1934, by a coincidence, on 
almost the same day the Ameri- 
can Hudson production surpassed 
the total production of a year 
ago. 

Excellent business throughout 
the present year in Canada is 
predicted by Ross McKinnon, 
general sales manager. A first 
hand visit throughout the Do- 
minion has convinced him that 
general business recovery is here 
to stay. 


David A , Hoge 


Seattle, Wash., May 7.—David 
A. Hoge, widely known automo- 
bile parts dealer, died Sunday 
night at the Swedish Hospital. 


He was 75 years old. 

He is survived by his widow, 
Mrs. Selina J. Hoge; two daught- 
ers, Ann and Frances, and two 
sons, Harold and William. The 
latter is in business in California. 
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Congress Rushes to Finish 
Administration’s Program 
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ing ahead of the industry is that 
with relation to the tariff meas- 
ure. Already passed by the 
House, this measure which gives 
the President power to bargain 
for favored nation trade relation- 
ships on the basis of tariff con- 
cessions is supported by the coun- 
try’s motor manufacturers. 
Rejection Predicted 

When the measure left the 
House bound for the Senate, pre- 
dictions freely were made that it 
would be rejected in the upper 
branch or so drasticaly modified 
as to frustrate the Administra- 
tion’s objectives. It now is patent 
that the bill will pass in sub- 
stantially the same form as it 
went through the House, with ac- 
tion destined to be taken shortly. 

Action on the Wagner bill is 
contingent, apparently, upon the 
despatch with which other legis- 
lation is disposed. The indications 
today are that while it is not an 
absolute “must” on the legisla- 
tive program the Administration 
is hopeful that a spot can be 
found for it on that part of the 
calendar. 

The revised measure is yet to 
be taken up by the Senate Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, 
its redraft still incomplete despite 
efforts to expedite it. The volum- 
inous testimony taken in the sev- 
eral weeks of spectacular hearing 
on the original bill, together with 
the President’s formula for ad- 
justment of the automobile strike, 
are being woven together to form 
the fabric of the revised measure. 

Bill Liberalized 

While the process is taking 
time, it is anticipated that the 
bill in its new form will be much 
less inflammatory insofar as in- 
dustry is concerned. The Presi- 
dent’s thought on the measure is 
believed to be decidedly liberal 
from the standpoint of industry, 
an attitude in sharp contrast with 
that of its original sponsors. The 
creation of a permanent tribunal 
for the adjustment of labor dis- 
putes, rather than the proscrip- 
tion of company unions is the 
feature of the bill in which the 
White House is interested. 

If the chief emphasis of the 
bill is placed upon this point, 
with other provisions giving the 
company union equal standing 
with the outside union, it is 
thought the measure will have 
been rendered sufficiently non- 
controversial to make its enact- 
ment reasonably certain. 

Undeterred by the allegation 
that the stock exchange regula- 
tion bill has been the object of 


GM Institute 
Plans to Repeat 
Training School 
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mer training course for those in 
teaching and allied professions. 
The course was started during 
the summer of 1933, when teach- 
ers from high schools and trade 
schools in 10 states were in at- 
tendance. This was the first 
time in the 10 years that General 
Motors has operated the Institute 
that its facilities have been 
opened to teachers. The Institute 
is a technical school with facili- 
ties for 2,800 day and evening 
students. 


GM Directors Declare 
Regular 25c Dividend 


New York, May 8.—Directors of 
General Motors Corp. meeting 
here yesterday declared the regu- 
lar 25 cent dividend on all out- 
standing common stock of the 
corporation payable June 12 to 
stockholders of record May 17. 
The regular $1.25 dividend was 
also declared on $5 preferred 
stock payable Aug. 1 to holders 
July 9. 


one of the most far-reaching 
propagandas of opposition ever 
organized, opponents of the bill 
have intensified their attack upon 
it. 

Counted on Senate 

From the start, they have 
recognized the Senate as their 
main hope in the fight to delete 
from the measure those re- 
strictive clauses which they re- 
gard as taking private capital 
out of the industrial investment 
field. With the measure slated 
to come up for action in the 
upper branch of Congress imme- 
diately the tariff bill is disposed 
of within the next day or two, 
the fight will attain its major 
proportions. 

Hope by no means has been 
abandoned that the Senate will 
amend the measure to make it 
conform more closely to the de- 
mands of industry. 


Connery Bill Lags 

With respect to the Connery 
bill for the 30-hour weeks, it ap- 
parently lacks the Administration 
support which it needs for enact- 
ment. Industrial and business 
leaders have voiced their opposi- 
tion to it, and even Administra- 
tion leaders, recognizing the valid- 
ity of the objections of the 
former, have indicated they re- 
gard the time as inauspicious for 
such legislation. Concern over 
the likelihood of action at this 
season, therefore, is considerably 
abated. 


Value of Retail 
Sales in March 
112% over 1933 


(Continued from Page 1) 


in previous years are shown 
below: 

March, 1934, Compared With 
Same Month of Previous Years 

March, 1934 was 
112 per cent higher than Mar., 
80 per cent higher than Mar., 

14 per cent lower than Mar., 
44 per cent lower than Mar., '30 
59 per cent lower than Mar., '29 
February-March Change in Previ- 

Years 
Percentage Change 

March, 1934 

March, 

March, 

March, 

March, 

March, 

The percentages are based on 
average daily sales figures giving 
equal weight to all the days of 
the calendar months _ involved. 
The original sales data were ob- 
tained in terms of the total num- 
ber of cars sold. For converting 
the unit sales figures to dollar 
values, an index of monthly 
changes in the “average price 
realized” was developed, based 
upon the selling price for the 
most popular body type, and 
weighted by the monthly regis- 
trations for each make and model. 


"33 
"32 
"31 


i iliilian March Sela 
Gain 103% over 1933 


Montreal, May 8.—An increase 
of 103.3 per cent in numbers and 
102.9 per cent in values was 
shown in motor vehicles sold in 
March when 8,379 sold at $8,393,- 
350 as compared with 4,122 at 
$4,136,497 in the corresponding 
month last year, according to a 
report issued by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. 

New Passenger cars sold num- 
bered 7,540 valued at $7,546,872, 
as against 3,747 at $3,756,899 in 
March, 1933. There were 839 
trucks and buses sold at $846,478. 

The total number of automo- 
biles and trucks financed in 
March was 5,151; 2,734 in Febru- 
ary, and 5,238 in March, 1933, and 
the amount of financing was 
$2,129,537 in March, $1,128,402 in 
February and $1,774,204 in March, 
1933. 








Last Minute Wall Street Wires 
From C. J. ALEXANDER 


Wall Street Correspondent, Automotive Daily News 


New York, May 8, 3:30 P.M.—Shares of the automobile com- 
panies were in the forefront of the rally on the New York 


Stock Exchange this afternoon. 


Led by General Motors 


and Chrysler the whole motor family showed more buoy- 
ancy than for some time. The parts and accessory shares 


were particularly strong. 


GM April Sales 106,349; 
Highest Since May, 1931 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ing up on the heavy bank of or- 
ders with which it was faced in 
the early part of the year. The 
decision of the corporation to 
stand by its policy to protect 
dealers on price cuts or increases 
was apparently reflected in the 
increased retail deliveries in April 
as against March. The retail sales 
in March totaled 98,174 as against 
the April total of 106,349. 
Dealer Demand Eased 

In the division showing sales to 
dealers in the United States the 
corporation, while showing a gain 
over March, held the margin be- 
tween sales to dealers and retail 


deliveries within narrower limits. | 
April sales to domestic dealers to- | 
taled 121,964 units against retail | 


deliveries of 106,349, whereas the 
March sales to dealers totaled 
119,858 against retail deliveries of 
98,174. As compared with last 
year, sales to dealers in April 
were 121,964 against 74,242. The 
month also was the best for the 


corporation since May, 1931, Sales | 
to dealers during the first four | 


months of this year totaled 370,- 
234 units against 241,826 last year 
and were well above the average 
of 288,595 during the past three 
years. 

Total sales to dealers 
United States and Canada, plus 
overseas shipments in April were 


Ford Wins 50 Per Cent 


Of March Sales in Wayne 


Detroit, May 8.—Nearly 50 per 
cent of all new cars and trucks 
sold in Detroit and Wayne county 
during April were Ford V-8s, ac- 
cording to figures announced 
today by the Detroit Automo- 
bile Dealers’ Assn. Sales totals 
of all makes were approximately 
five per cent higher in April than 
in March, the announcement re- 
vealed. 

For the first four months of 
the year, total sales of all makes 
of automobiles in Wayne County 
were given as 22,920 units. Of 
this number, 10,934 were Ford 
V-8s, or nearly half (43.3) the 
total sales for the entire year 
thus far, in Wayne county. The 
sales total in April for Ford 
was more than three times as 
great as Ford totals for April, 
1933. 


Studebaker Pilot Ends 


Test Run in Toronto 
Toronto, Can., May 8.—Bob Mc- 
Kenzie in a Studebaker Special 
Dictator St. Regis Sedan, com- 
pleted the 15,000 mile run here in 
the last week in April. 
At the finish, the Studebaker 


sedan had driven a total of 15,150 | 


miles in just exactly three hours 
over 15 days, thus maintaining 
an average speed of 41.7 m.p.h. 
every day and night for over two 
weeks. 


Timken Bearing Shares 


Canton, O., May 8.—At the 
regular monthly meeting of the 
board of directors of the Timken 
Roller Bearing Co., held Tuesday, 
May 1, a cash dividend of 25 
cents a share was declared, pay- 
able June 5 to stockholders of 
record at the close of business 
May 18. 


in the| 








153,954 units, which is a slight 
margin above the March total of 
153,250, but is almost double the 
86,967 units in April a year ago. 
During the first four months of 
the year the corporation has sold 
both at home and abroad 470,658 
units. This figure is well above 
the average of 340,376 in the past 
three years. 

This figures indicate that dealer 


| stocks are being held within sane 


limits. The possibility that May 
sales by the corporation may ex- 
ceed April, as they did last year, 
lends even greater emphasis to 
the already improved picture. 


Future Holds Promise 

Many factors now in the works 
should react favorably on the cor- 
poration’s sales records both in 
May and during June. The advent 
of the new lower priced Buick 
this coming week-end _ should 
serve to bolster the sales during 
the coming late spring and early 
summer months at least. Very 
definite plans, in other directions 
also should aid in keeping the 
public interest in motor cars at a 
high level. To date the total sales 
by the corporation of 470,558 units 
are more than half of the total 
sales of 869,035 units in the entire 
year 1933 and are almost equal to 
the 562,970 units sold during the 
entire year 1932. 


Seattle’s April Sales 
Come Near 2,000 Mark 


Seattle, Wash., May 8.—Figures 
recently released by the Motor 
List Co. for Kings county (Se- 
attle) for April, 1934, set new car 
registrations at 686 units, used 
cars 1096, new trucks 90, and 
used trucks 54, as compared to 
the 1933 figures of 683 new cars, 
636 used cars, 83 new trucks, and 
39 used trucks. 

Returns for the county show 
Ford is leading in passenger car 
registrations with 174 units. 
Chevrolet is second with 158, and 
Plymouth is third with 126. 


Dayton Rubber Co. 


Plans Meeting May 28 


Dayton, O., May 8.—Directors 
of the Dayton Rubber Mfg. Co. 
have called a special meeting of 
stockholders for 10 a.m., May 28, 
at the company’s office here, to 
vote on recapitalization. 

It is planned to issue 100,000 
shares of cumulative class A 
stock with a par value of $35 a 
share, of which 46,518 shares 
would be outstanding; and 300,000 
shares of common stock of which 
153,913 1/3 shares would be out- 
standing. The new A stock would 
be recognized as preferred. 


Licensing Increases 

Quebec, May 8.—A slight in- 
crease in the number of motor 
vehicle licenses issued this year 
in comparison with last year both 
in the province and the city and 
district of Quebec, has been re- 
corded in 1934 to date, according 
to the license department of the 
Provincial Revenue. The ap- 
proximate increase for all of 
Quebec is 5,000, with 57,000 li- 
censes issued up to the present 
time compared with 52,000 last 
year. 


Expect Labor 
Board to Rule 
On Union Rolls 


(Continued from Page 1) 


dues or who have signed member- 
ship cards should be considered 
bona fide members. 

No indication was given as to 
when the board would issue a 
formal ruling on the question 
and none is expected until Rich- 
ard L. Byrd, labor member of 
the board, has returned from St. 
Louis. 

Dr. Leo Wolman, chairman, and 
Nicholas Kelley, industrial rep- 
resentative, have returned from’ 
the East where they advised Gen. 
Hugh S. Johnson of the progress 
made in automotive labor settle- 
ments. 


Making Progress 


In Foreign Sales 


Washington, May 8. — Figures 
released recently by the United 
States Commerce Department de- 
tail the progress made in auto- 
motive sales in foreign countries 
during the first part of 1934. 

Unofficial figures for Columbia 
show that March receipts of mo- 
tor vehicles consisted of 163 pas- 
senger cars, 88 trucks and chas- 
sis, and five buses. All of the 
. were shipped from the 

First quarter reports of the 
German automotive industry in- 
dicate that production and sales 
of motor vehicles were more 
than three times in excess of the 
same period of last year, and 
surpassed the last quarter of 
1933. The only available monthly 
figures for 1934 cover January, 
when production totaled 7,281 
cars and 1,584 trucks, as com- 
pared with 2,251 cars and 790 
trucks in January, 1933. 

A two-months report of the 
industry in France showed a de- 
cline from the figures recorded 
in the same two-months period 
of last year. Sales of passenger 
cars during the first two months 
of the current year totaled 19,053 
as compared with 21,382 for 1933. 
The number of trucks sold in 
the 1934 period remained prac- 
tically the same as last year, 
with 3,496 in 1934 against 3,775 
in 1933. 


Pontiac Motors Host 


To Pontiac Kiwanians 

Pontiac, May 8.—Seventy-five 
members of the Kiwanis club of 
this city were guests of the Pon- 
tiac Motor Co. May 1. It was 
the regular weekly meeting of 
the club and was held in the 
executive dining rooms of the 
company. 

Hosts of the occasion were H. 
J. Klingler, president of Pontiac, 
and A. W. L. Gilpin, general sales 
manager. Special entertainment 
provided was under the direction 
of Bill Powers of the General 
Motors industrial relations de- 
partment. 


Stark County Car Sales 


For April Total 617 
Canton, O., May 8 —Sales of 
new passenger automobiles and 
trucks in Stark county for the 
first four months of this year 
have doubled sales for a similar 
period last year. 

New car sales for April in- 
creased from 224 passenger cars 
and 29 trucks last year to 617 
passenger cars and 90 trucks for 
the same month this year. 


J. A. Waddell 

Williamsport, Pa. May 8&— 
Joseph A. Waddell, chief engi- 
neer of the Spencer Heater Co. 
and in charge of sales for the 
company in the western district, 
died suddenly in St. Louis, Apr. 
28, while in that city on business. 
Mr. Waddell was 56 years of age 
at his death. He is survived by 
the widow and two children, a 
daughter, Martha, and a son, J. 
Addison Waddell, who is associ- 
ated with the Spencer Heater 
Chicago office. 





